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Bland County Board of Supervisors

Regular Meeting October 23, 2012

VIRGINIA: At the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors held at the Bland County Court House, Bland, Virginia, on the twenty-third day of October 2012 at 5:00 p.m., the following duly elected and qualified members were present or absent.

PRESENT: Nick Asbury, Henry Blessing, Karen Hodock, Randy Johnson
ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT: Eric Workman, County Administrator, Paul Cassell, County Attorney, Sharon May, Deputy Clerk
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Nick Asbury called the October 23, 2012; Board of Supervisors’ monthly meeting to order.

INVOCATION

PLEDGE TO FLAG 
The invocation and pledge was offered by Nick Asbury.
OCTOBER 23,  2012 MEETING AGENDA APPROVED WITH ADDITIONS 
*****MOTION to approve the October 23, 2012 meeting agenda with additions was made by Henry Blessing and seconded by Randy Johnson.

Vote passed unanimously.
OCTOBER 23,  2012 CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 
*****MOTION to approve the October 23, 2012 Consent Agenda which consisted of the minutes of the September 25, 2012 Board meeting; bills for the month of September, 2012 in the amount of $519,351.34; payroll issued September 17, 2012 and September 28, 2012, totaling $ 189,880.93; reports from the Sheriff, Treasurer, Animal/Litter Control, Building Official, E-9ll, Public Works Director, Meals & Lodging and Recycling, were made by and Karen Hodock and seconded by Henry Blessing.
Vote passed unanimously.
SOCIAL SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2012 REPORT APPROVED
*****MOTION to approve the September, 2012, Social Services’ report in the amount of $81,627.62 with the local allotment of $6,562.02, was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Randy Johnson.
 Vote passed unanimously
SCHOOLS NOVEMBER 2012 REQUISTION APPROVED

*****MOTION to approve and appropriate the Bland County School Boards’ November, 2012 requisition in the amount of $800,000.00; to approve the meeting minutes of their September 24 , 2012 Regular Meeting Meeting/Public Hearing; check registers/vendor payments submitted for August 28, 2012 , September 20, , 2012 and September 21, 2012 was made by Henry Blessing and seconded by Randy Johnson.

Vote passed unanimously

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORT
Treasurer’s Report

Mr. John Goins, Treasurer updated the Board of Supervisors on the following:  Robinson, Farmer Cox completed the 2011/2012 audit; 2012 Real Estate and Personal Property taxes were mailed out; the Treasurer’s office has had a few calls from citizens who did not receive their statement, encourage anyone you talk to that did not receive their statement to call the Treasurer’s office and they will send a statement; Mr. Goins would like to see more people using the prepayment plan in 2013; 2013 Dog tags will go on sale November 1, 2012, there will be a notice in the Bland Messenger along with the legal notice for personal property and real estate taxes due December 5th, 2012  
Mr. Johnson asks about the percentage of taxes for 2011 were not paid; Mr. Goins stated that 94% of real estate and 93% of personal property paid and that the goal was 98% and we were still a ways from the goal.

Mr. Johnson stated that 1% equaled about $ 30,000 on personal property and asks if there had been any progress on putting an ad in the paper listing the delinquent taxpayers, that Mercer County had theirs in the paper this week.

Mr. Goins stated not really, that the process is very time consuming, that you would have to go through all of the taxpayers before sending this into the paper because of those citizens who are on payment plans, and that’s something we don’t have a lot of right now.

Mr. Johnson asks while you are puting the ad in for the taxes couldn’t you run an ad stating that the county is considering publishing the list of delinquent taxpayers. Mr. Johnson asks could this be legally done.

Dr. Eric Workman stated that if that was the direction the board wanted to take.  He also stated that there is a collection policy being drafted for trash collection, water and sewer services.  Dr. Eric Workman stated that in some localities the Treasurer’s office would provide that information to the county administrator and that he would publish the ad in the newspaper.  Dr. Eric Workman stated that being at 94% is estimated at revenue being down by about $300,000 and as tight as things are that is a considerable amount of money.  Dr.  Eric Workman asks if maybe the Treasurer, himself, Mr. Cassell, County Attorney and Teresa Tolbert, Finance Manager might set down and discuss some ideas that would help generate this revenue.

Mr. Goins stated he would welcome any help that he could get, because the time that is involved he just doesn’t have the manpower to do right now.

BOARD DIRECTION

*****MOTION to accept One Time Vehicle Grant for Small Law Enforcement Agencies. (No local match required) was made by Henry Blessing and seconded by Randy Johnson.
Roll vote: Henry Blessing, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes the motion passed unanimously

*****MOTION to approve to authorize letter of support for Re-designation for the 
Southwest Virginia Emergency Medical Services Council, Inc was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Randy Johnson.
Vote passed unanimously

*****MOTION for the Board of Supervisors to participate in a regional alliance to obtain Foreign-Trade Zone designation with a contribution of $500.00 was made by Henry Blessing and seconded by Randy Johnson. 
Vote passed unanimously

PERMIT FEES WAIVED
******MOTION to waive the permit fees for $30.60 for remodeling work at Wessondonck Methodist Church and the permit fees for $51.00 for upgrading the electrical system at the Sharon Lutheran Church was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Henry Blessing.
Vote passed unanimously

COURTHOUSE REFINANCING
*****MOTION to approve the refinancing of the county’s courthouse and to adopt the resolution  the Board of Supervisors of Bland County approving the lease refinancing of renovations and improvements to the Bland County’s courthouse facilities and authorizing the leasing of the facilities, the execution and delivery of a prime lease and a local acquisition and financing lease, and other related actions; to approve the prime lease of real estate to Virginia Resources Authority, Virginia Resources Authority will have a leasehold interest from the Local Government (County of Bland), the Real Estate, together with all improvements located therein and situated thereon, upon the terms and conditions set forth; to approve the local lease acquisition agreement and financing lease between Virginia Resources Authority and the County of Bland, Virginia dated October 25, 2012 was made by Henry Blessing and seconded by Karen Hodock.
Roll vote: Henry Blessing, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Nick Asbury, yes the motion passed unanimously

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

Dr. Eric Workman updated the Board of Supervisors on the following: that the unemployment rate for Bland County had dropped from 6.1% for July to 5.8% for the month of August; the Bland Beautification Committee is planning a Christmas parade for downtown Bland on December 8, 2012 at 5:00 pm  the required permits for VDOT are being secured, and the committee will be accepting applications for participation for the parade as soon as the application for required permits is approved by VDOT; the mobile DMV unit was at the courthouse on October 18, 2012 with 25 users;  the DMV Unit is scheduled to return Thursday,  March 7, 2013 9:00 am – 4:00 pm; 30 Fairground Street project moving along well, should be finished in a couple of weeks and we can get New York Life moved in

Mr. Johnson asked if any decision had been made in concerns with the Mechanicsburg building.

Dr. Eric Workman stated that there were a couple of ideas; one with Economic Development and he would get back to the board on those.

DECEMBER MEETING
*****MOTION to reschedule the December board meeting for December 18, 2012 was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Karen Hodock.

Vote passed unanimously

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TIME
Ms. Karen Hodock announced the dedication of the Veteran’s Memorial in Rocky Gap on November 11, 2012 at 3:00 pm.  She also thanked everyone for their hard work on the Festival of Leaves, it was a great success.

Mr. Henry Blessing also thanked everyone for the efforts in putting on the Festival of Leaves.  There were more people than he had ever seen on the Fairgrounds.  
Mr. Randy Johnson also thanked everyone for their work on the Festival of Leaves; he also wanted to commend the Hollybrook Community Center for installing the fence at the Community Center that had been approved by the parks and recreation committee.
Mr. Nick Asbury thanked everyone for the Festival of Leaves; he also brought the Holiday schedule for County employees.

*****MOTION for the December 24th and December 31th to be 8 hours of Holiday in lieu of 4 hours Holiday was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Randy Johnson.  
Vote passed unanimously

  ADJOURNMENT
*****MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Henry Blessing.
Vote passed unanimously

____________________________________

Nick Asbury, Chairman

_____________________________________

Eric Workman, Clerk of the Board

