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Bland County Board of Supervisors

Regular Meeting February 26, 2013

VIRGINIA: At the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors held at the Bland County Court House, Bland, Virginia, on the twenty-sixth day of February,   2013 at 5:00 p.m., the following duly elected and qualified members were present or absent.

PRESENT: Henry Blessing, Randy Johnson, Nick Asbury, Karen Hodock
ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT: Eric Workman, County Administrator, Sharon May, Deputy Clerk, Teresa Tolbert, Finance Manager 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Henry Blessing called the February 26, 2013 Board of Supervisors’ monthly meeting to order.

INVOCATION

PLEDGE TO FLAG 
The invocation was offered by Henry Blessing.  Mr. Blessing led the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag.
FEBRUARY 26,  2013 MEETING AGENDA PRESENTED
The February 26,  2013 meeting agenda with additions was presented to the Board of Supervisors.
FEBRUARY 26, 2013 CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 
*****MOTION to approve the February 26,  2013 Consent Agenda which consisted of the minutes of the January 22, 2013 regular meeting and the February 6, 2013 continued  Board meetings; bills for the month of February, 2013 in the amount of $477,131.45; payroll issued February 1, 2013 in the amount of $88,444.46 & February 15, 2013 in the amount of  $88,708.66,   reports from the Sheriff, Treasurer, Animal/Litter Control Officer, Building Official, E-9ll Fund, Public Works Director, Meals & Lodging and Recycling, were made by and Nick Asbury and seconded by Karen Hodock.
Vote on this motion was as follows:  Nick Asbury, yes; Karen Hodock, yes Randy Johnson, yes, and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed.

SOCIAL SERVICE’S REPORT 
Reports Unavailable.
SCHOOL’S JANUARY  2013 REQUISTION 
*****MOTION to approve and appropriate the Bland County School Board’s March 2013 requisition in the amount of $800,000.00; to approve the meeting minutes of their January 3, 2013, Organizational Meeting, January 31, 2013 Regular Meeting Meeting/Public Hearing; check registers/vendor payments submitted for December 18, 2012, January 8, 2013, January 22, 2013 and January 31, 2013 was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Nick Asbury.

Vote on this motion was as follows: Karen Hodock, yes, Nick Asbury, yes, Randy Johnson, yes; and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed
BOARDS AND COMMISSION’S REPORTS
Parks & Recreation

Mr. Randy Moler,  a representative of the Parks & Recreation committee,  made a presentation to the Board of Supervisors concerning the replacement of wood mulch with rubber mulch.  Some of the advantages are as follows:  Greater safety, does not float or wash away, no mold or insects, cost savings when you consider long term advantage of replacing wood mulch which must be replaced every 3 to 4 years. Rubber mulch is guaranteed to last for 50 years and can be washed each year with water. No need to remove the old mulch, it would be covered with landscaping fabric, and the new rubber mulch installed on top of the fabric.  Recommended thickness is 4 inches of rubber mulch for a seven foot fall to 6 inches for a 12 foot fall.   The parks and recreation committee recommends we begin a 7 year program for replacing wood mulch with rubber mulch.  We can locate high impact fall areas on each playground site and replace wood mulch with rubber mulch, starting with Crab Orchard Community Park which is our most visited park.  Depending on playground size and area, this replacement program could be completed in 7 years at a cost of $14,000.  Each year we would order $2,000 of rubber mulch to replace wood mulch.  Another factor is that most wood manufacturing companies are closing, and wood mulch is difficult to find, one place priced a load of wood mulch at $1,200 a load.
RC&D Council/BRTA

Mr. Steve Hermansen spoke briefly to the Board of Supervisors stating that there had been a great deal of cut backs and there were not a lot of new projects.  One new project was the Student Garden Project where 40 students from Wythe and Bland counties will plant and tend the gardens through the harvest season.  
Treasurer  
Mr. John Goins reported to the Board of Supervisors that the Treasurer’s office had been busy collecting taxes and utility fees. There is usually an increase in collections this time of year due to tax refunds and people being able to pay with their refunds. He stated that the vehicle decals were gold in color and would go on sale March 1, 2013.  400 dog tags have been sold, which is a low number compared--to years past, the treasurer’s office will be sending out reminders.  

Mr. Johnson asks: What is the percentage of 2012 taxes paid?

Mr. Goins reported 89% Real estate and 91% personal property. He expects to see an increase in personal property due to personal property tax payments since these must be paid prior to the citizen being able to purchase a vehicle decal.

APPOINTMENTS
***** MOTION to reappoint Steve Hermansen to the New River Highlands Resource Conversation and Development Area Board, term beginning March 1, 2013 and expires February 28, 2014 was made by Nick Asbury and seconded by Karen Hodock.
Vote on this motion was as follows:  Nick Asbury, yes; Karen Hodock, yes Randy Johnson, yes, and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed.

*****MOTION to reappoint Wade Hall to the Recreation committee, term beginning March 1, 2013 expiring on February 28, 2017 was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Karen Hodock.

Vote on this motion was as follows: Randy Johnson, yes, Karen Hodock, yes Nick Asbury, yes; and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Virginia Department of Forestry
Mr. Greg Estoll, Virginia Department of Forestry announced that, Mr. Riley Bruce retired at the end
of January, 2013.  Andrew Brown would be taking his place; Andrew would be working in 
Bland, Tazewell and Wythe Counties.  He would be providing forestry services for Bland 
County.
FY12 AUDIT REPORT
Robinson Farmer, Cox & Associates presented FY12 Audit reports to the board of Supervisors.

BOARD DIRECTION

*****MOTION to apply for funds from the Wythe/Bland Community Foundation in the amount of $4,400 for the funding of the Bland County Farmers Market was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Nick Asbury.
Vote on this motion was as follows: Randy Johnson, yes; Nick Asbury, yes, Karen Hodock, yes, and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed

*****MOTION to apply for funds from the Wythe/Bland Community Foundation in the amount of $18,600 for the funding of park benches in all six community parks in Bland County was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Nick Asbury.
Vote on this motion was as follows: Randy Johnson, yes; Nick Asbury, yes, Karen Hodock, yes, and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
Dr. Eric Workman updated the Board of Supervisors on the following:  Key Economic Indicators of an Unemployment rate last month of 5.3%, the Forest Service plans to have a public meeting on March 18th from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Bland County School Board office to talk with citizens regarding the Forest Service and forest roads, there will be a public meeting on Tuesday March 12, 2013 at 6:00 PM at the Rocky Gap Methodist Church regarding the Rocky Gap Greenway Project.  The purpose of this meeting is for the engineers from Draper Aden to work with the citizens of Rocky Gap in the design of the proposed Greenway.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Randy Moler addressed the Board of Supervisors concerning the condition of the broken concrete on the front porch and the landscaping in front of the courthouse.  
Dr Eric Workman stated that these are a few of the items to be done at the end of winter.
BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S TIME
Mr. Nick Asbury thanked Dr. Workman for the scenic byway signs.
Mr. Hodock thanked everyone for the work on the Greenway project.

*****MOTION to give $500.00 from Mr. Blessing’s Community Funds to the Ceres Alumni Association was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Nick Asbury.

Vote on this motion was as follows: Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed

Mr. Johnson congratulated the Bland County Basketball team for their season and also congratulates the Bland County Forensics team for a successful year.
*****MOTION to give the Forensics Team $250.00 from Mr. Johnson’s community funds was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Karen Hodock.

Vote on this motion was as follows: Randy Johnson, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; and, Henry Blessing, yes.  The motion passed

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned until March 26, 2013, 5:00 pm, Bland County School Board Office.
____________________________________

Henry Blessing, Chairman

_____________________________________

Eric Workman, Clerk of the Board

