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Bland County Board of Supervisors

Regular Meeting November 27, 2012

VIRGINIA: At the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors held at the Bland County Court House, Bland, Virginia, on the twenty-seventh day of November,  2012 at 5:00 p.m., the following duly elected and qualified members were present or absent.

PRESENT: Nick Asbury, Henry Blessing, Karen Hodock, Randy Johnson
ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT: Eric Workman, County Administrator, Paul Cassell, County Attorney, Sharon May, Deputy Clerk
CALL TO ORDER 
Vice - Chairman Henry Blessing called the November 27, 2012; Board of Supervisors’ monthly meeting to order.

INVOCATION

PLEDGE TO FLAG 
The invocation and pledge was offered by Henry Blessing.
NOVEMBER 27,  2012 MEETING AGENDA APPROVED WITH ADDITIONS 
*****MOTION to approve the November 27, 2012 meeting agenda with additions was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Nick Asbury.
Roll vote: Randy Johnson, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

NOVEMBER 27,  2012 CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 
*****MOTION to approve the November 27, 2012 Consent Agenda which consisted of the minutes of the October 23, 2012 Board meeting; bills for the month of October, 2012 in the amount of $435,721.29; payroll issued October 16 2012 and November 1, 2012, totaling $ 187,968.06 reports from the Sheriff, Treasurer, Animal/Litter Control, Building Official, E-9ll, Public Works Director, Meals & Lodging and Recycling, were made by and Randy Johnson and seconded by Nick Asbury.
Roll vote: Randy Johnson, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

SOCIAL SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2012 REPORT 
Unavailable; these reports will be presented at the continued meeting on December 5th, 2012.
SCHOOLS DECEMBER 2012 REQUISTION APPROVED

*****MOTION to approve and appropriate the Bland County School Board’s December, 2012 requisition in the amount of $800,000.00; to approve the meeting minutes of their October 25, 2012 and November 1, 2012 Regular Meeting Meeting/Public Hearing; check registers/vendor payments submitted for October 10, 2012, and October 27, 2012 and the Annual school report Financial Section for 2012 was made by Nick Asbury and seconded by Karen Hodock.

Roll vote: Nick Asbury, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORT
Treasurer’s Report

Mr. John Goins gave a report to the Board of Supervisors stating that his office had been extremely busy with the collection of 2012 Personal Property and Real Estate taxes; at the present they had collected 45% of Real Estate and 50% of Personal Property.  He reminded everyone of the December 5th deadline for paying taxes and about the Pre-payment Plan for paying taxes all throughout the year.  He stated that 2013 dog tags were on sale as of November 1, 2012 current tags expire the December 31, 2012.  He also stated that he had put a required legal notice in the paper and that he had also used the Community Calendar to make people aware of tax due dates and that dog tags were on sale. He stated that Mr. Asbury should have received a letter from the auditor of public accounts from the Commonwealth of Virginia; the audit for the Sheriff, Commissioner of Revenue, and Treasurer Offices were in compliance with all state laws and regulations.  The treasurer’s office has also assisted County Administration in the audit by the USDA on the broadband project by providing information to County Administration and the Auditor. The treasurer’s office also provides information to all of the departments as well as organizations such as WCC, Real Estate offices,  
Mr. Blessing asks “How much more would it cost to print tax tickets twice a year?”

Mr. Goins stated it cost about $4200.00 to print and send out those tickets.  Mr. Goins stated that he did send out delinquent notice in June.

Mr Blessing asks “Do you believe it would help with collections?”

Mr. Goins stated he did not think so, but it would help increase some.

Ms. Hodock asks “Do you think it would help to include a reminder on the trash bills?”

Mr. Goins stated that a lot of time people think when they receive the trash bill in with some other notification  they throw it away and then call in saying they didn’t receive a trash bill.

Mr. Johnson stated that next year when you are publishing delinquent taxes in the newspaper, maybe it can be added about the Prepayment plan in the advertisement because everyone reads delinquent taxes.  

Mr. Cassell stated that would be at a minimum cost to run this in the newspaper.

Steve Hermansen RC&D Council Meeting

Mr. Hermansen attended the council meeting where they discussed contributions.  The RC&D will again be asking for $3,000.00.  Bland County contributed $750.00.  Mr. Hermansen thanked the Board of Supervisors for the contribution.  Mr. Hermansen also stated that he asks at the council meeting why our county didn’t receive a lot of benefit.  Their response was that no one from our County had made any request to the council.  He mentioned the Greenway Project for Rocky Gap; the council could help with grant money.  If Bland County can put forth some request we could receive some of the benefits.
BOARD DIRECTION

*****MOTION to accept of grant for $25,000 for feasibility study for long 
term planning of the Rocky Gap Greenway Project was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Nick Asbury. .
Roll vote: Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

*****MOTION to appropriate $3,360.00 to the Courthouse Security Fund to 
purchase and install several security cameras throughout the Courthouse was made by Nick Asbury and seconded by Randy Johnson. 
Roll vote:  Nick Asbury, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

*****MOTION to approve the agreement between Bland County and Pepper’s Ferry 
Regional Wastewater Treatment Authority to accept sewage treatment services from Bland
 County when and if Bland County has the need to use their facility was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Karen Hocock.
Roll vote:  Randy Johnson, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously
*****MOTION to appropriate $320.00 ( $160.00 from Karen Hodock and Nick Asbury’s community development fund)  for the purchase of gravels for the Veteran’s Memorial Dedication Ceremony parking area was made by Randy Johnson and seconded by Karen Hodock.

 Roll vote:  Randy Johnson, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

*****MOTION to approve the sending of a letter to Senator Phillip Puckett regarding the state responsibility concerning state inmates at the New River Valley Regional Jail was made by Nick Asbury and seconded by Randy Johnson.
Roll vote:  Nick Asbury, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

*****MOTION to approve the sending of a letter to Kyle Rhodes, School Superintendent regarding a request for a Plan of Action associated with School board Budget was made Nick Asbury and seconded by Karen Hodock.

Roll vote:  Nick Asbury, yes; Karen Hodock, yes; Randy Johnson yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

PERMIT FEES WAIVED
******MOTION to waive the permit fees for $51.00 for electrical work at Wessondock Methodist Church was made by Karen Hodock and seconded by Randy Johnson.
 Roll vote:   Karen Hodock, yes; Randy Johnson, abstain; Nick Asbury, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed
 3-1.
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

Dr. Eric Workman updated the Board of Supervisors on the following: that the unemployment rate for Bland County was one of the lowest for the state of Virginia; the Bland Beautification Committee is planning a Christmas parade for downtown Bland on December 8, 2012 at 5:00 pm ; 30 Fairground Street project is completed and a ribbon cutting for the new building will be scheduled;  VRA successfully sold the bonds at excellent rates and the courthouse was refinanced at 2.4% interest saving the County $1,143,446.73; Dr. Eric Workman thanked everyone who had worked on the Veterans Memorial Ceremony.
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TIME
Mr. Nick Asbury thanked everyone for their work on the Veterans Memorial Dedication Ceremony.

Ms. Karen Hodock thanked everyone for the dedication of the Veteran’s Memorial in Rocky Gap on November 11, 2012.  She also thanked everyone for their hard work on the Festival of Leaves, it was a great success.

Mr. Henry Blessing requested for someone to make a motion for him to give $350.00 to the Drama Team at Bland High School.
*****MOTION to approve giving $350.00 to the Drama Team at Bland High School from Mr. Blessing’s community development fund was made by Karen Hodock and seconded Nick Asbury.

Roll vote: Karen Hodock, yes; Nick Asbury, yes; Randy Johnson, yes; Henry Blessing, yes the motion passed unanimously

Mr. Randy Johnson asks Dr. Workman if we had an animal control report.  Dr Workman stated the information is in your mailbox.
  CONTINUED MEETING
Meeting continued to December 5, 2012, 5:00 pm, Bland County School Board Office.
____________________________________

Nick Asbury, Chairman

_____________________________________

Eric Workman, Clerk of the Board

