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Bland County Board of Supervisors

Regular Meeting, April 22, 2003

VIRGINIA: At a Regular Meeting of the Bland County Board of Supervisors held at the Bland County School Board Office, Bastian, Virginia on the twenty-second day of April 2003, the following duly elected and qualified members were present or absent.

PRESENT:  Frank W. Chandler, Wade Blankenship, Robert O. Munsey 

ABSENT:   Danny L. Kinder

ALSO PRESENT: Carol Hall – Secretary and James E. Cornwell – County Attorney

OTHERS PRESENT: Frank Phipps and Marty Holloway – VDOT; several citizens

CALL TO ORDER   

Chairman Frank Chandler called the regular meeting to order.

INVOCATION   

Supervisor Robert Munsey offered the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLIANCE   

Supervisor Wade Blankenship led the pledge of alliance to the flag.

BOARD APPROVED AGENDA    

 *****MOTION to approve the April 22, 2003 agenda with additions was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA

*****MOTION to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting. Items within the Consent Agenda included: 1) minutes of the regular meeting of March 25, 2003 and continued meeting of April 8, 2003; 2) bills for the month of April 2003 in the amount of $292,177.57; 3) payroll for March 31, 2003 and April 16, 2003 in the amount of $109,790.56 and 4) reports of the Treasurer, Sheriff, Commissioner of Revenue, Recycling Program, Building Official, Public Works and E-911 Coordinator.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Frank Phipps updated the Board in regard to the ongoing projects throughout the county.

Lorraine Newberry expressed her concern of water over the bridge on Rd. 619 and requested that a larger culvert be installed.

SOCIAL SERVICES

*****MOTION to approve the Social Services February 2003 report in the amount of $38,139.52 with the local share of $5,595.88 was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

SCHOOLS

Superintendent Duane Alderman informed the Board of the Schools 2003 estimated budgeted ADM of 890 and advised that the actual ADM figures to be 909 resulting in the additional local appropriation requirement of $70,105.00.  No action was taken on this request but was tabled until the May 03 regular meeting.

*****MOTION to approve the school’s May 2003 requisition in the amount of $600,000.00 was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

USDA NATIONAL FORESTRY SERVICE

District Ranger Cinthia R. Schiffer appeared before the board with the review of the Jefferson National Forest’s Land Management Plan.

RESOLUTION OF USFS LAND PURCHASES OPPOSION ADOPTED *****MOVE to adopt a resolution opposing any new land purchases in Bland County by the US Forest Service was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

RESOLUTION OF USFS WILDERNESS AREA OPPOSION ADOPTED  *****MOVE to adopt a resolution opposing the proposed Wilderness Area expansion in Bland County by the US Forest Service was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Joann Shewey presented a financial report to the board.

STAGGERED TERMS FOR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DETERMINED

General Registrar of Voters Stacy Tibbs assisted Electoral Board Chairman Bruce Justice in a drawing to determine staggered terms for the board of supervisors as the result of an Ordinance adopted March 25, 2003.  It was determined that the Seddon –District 2 and the Rocky Gap – District 4 serve a two year term for the November 2003 election only.  

APPOINTMENTS

*****MOTION to appoint Molly Richardson to the Mount Rogers Disability Services Board –“At Large” for a two year term to expire on May 30, 2005 was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

ANIMAL CONTROL RELATED FEE SCHEDULE ADOPTED

*****MOTION to adopt the Animal Control Related Fee Schedule to include a $35 surrendered by owners fee was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

VARIANCE FEE PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED

*****MOTION to schedule the public hearing to amend the Zoning Ordinance increasing the fee for a variance request and set for the May 2003 meeting was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

TRASH FEE INCREASE APPROVED
*****MOTION to increase the trash collection fee charged to each Bland County household from $7.00 per month to $10.00 per month effective July 1, 2003 was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

TRASH FEE FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED TABLED

No action was taken on the suggestion to review the income limits of the elderly and disabled for trash collection fees.

2003-2005 AUDIT CONTRACT

*****MOTION to accept and award the countys’ audit contract to Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates for the fiscal years 2003, 2004, 2005 was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

PUBLIC ADDRESS (PA) SYTEM QUOTES

*****DUE to the high costs associated with the proposals received for a PA system to be used at the board meetings move to remove this topic from the agenda was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

BLAND SCHOOL BOARD REQUEST DEMOLITION PERMIT FEE BE WAIVED

*****MOTION to waive the $15.15 demolition permit fee as requested by the School Board for the former Sidna Kitts property now owned by the School Board was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler with Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

COMCAST CABLE FRANCHISE OFFERS CUSTOMERS LOWER COST TIERS

*****MOVE to support Comcast Cable’s implementation of lower cost tiers for their Bland County customers was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

BLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PROPERTY USAGE APPLICATION 

*****MOTION to approve the Bland United Methodist Church Property Usage Application to conduct vespers services as requested was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

CLOSED SESSION

“Move to go into a closed session to discuss a personnel and legal matter was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

“Move to return to Regular Session and adopt the certification of a closed session was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.  




CERTIFICATION OF A CLOSED SESSION

WHEREAS, the Bland County Board of Supervisors convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative-recorded vote and pursuant to the provisions of Section 2.1-344A, subparagraph 1 and 7 of the Code of Virginia and in accordance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.

WHEREAS, Section 2.1-344A of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Bland County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bland County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting in which this Certification Resolution applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by the Bland County Board of Supervisors.

CDBG PUBLIC HEARING OPENED

Chairman Frank Chandler opened the public hearing announcing  the hearing was being conducted to solicit public input on a proposed Community Block Grant CDBG) application which would be submitted to the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Public Administrative Specialist Scott Booth of the Mount Rogers Planning Commission outlined the grant application noting that the program would replace wells that have gone dry as a result of a dryer than normal period of time.  

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 

*****MOTION to close the public hearing was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

DRY WELL PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION APPROVED

*****MOTION to adopt the Dry Well Replacement Program was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

CLOSED SESSION

“Move to go into a closed session to discuss a personnel matter was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

“Move to return to Regular Session and adopt the certification of a closed session was made by Robert Munsey, seconded by Wade Blankenship with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.  




CERTIFICATION OF A CLOSED SESSION

WHEREAS, the Bland County Board of Supervisors convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative-recorded vote and pursuant to the provisions of Section 2.1-344A, subparagraph 1 of the Code of Virginia and in accordance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.

WHEREAS, Section 2.1-344A of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Bland County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bland County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting in which this Certification Resolution applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by the Bland County Board of Supervisors.

F/Y 2003-2004 BUDGET ADVERTISEMENT

*****MOVE to advertise for a public hearing on the F/Y 2003-2004 budget set for May 27, 2003 was made by Wade Blankenship, seconded by Robert Munsey with Frank Chandler voting yes and Danny Kinder absent from the meeting.

CONTINUANCE OF MEETING

This meeting was continued until 8:00 a.m. on April 28, 2003 at the Smyth-Bland Regional Library conference room.

____________________________

Frank Chandler, Chairman      

